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SOME EMINENT BEHAR CONTEMPORARIES

darwesh' (the four beggars) as one of our oppo-
nents dubbed us in terms of mordant sarcasm. For
nearly seven years we had to lie low, and bide our
time, content with quietly educating public opinion.
These were years of trials and tribulations both for
the paper and ourselves. During this interval 1
was the first to be overtaken by so bad a type of
malarial fever as to necessitate my immediate
removal from Bihar, and | left the province in
November, 1896, After spending two seasonsin
Kashmir to regain my health, 1 settled down and
built, in 1898, a permanent home at Allahabad,
where | have lived since, for long periods, though
| returned some years later to Patna, to resume my
practice,

Years passed during which we held our souls in
patience. But in December, 1903, there appeared in
the press the famous letter of Lord Curzon's Govern-
ment asking for public opinion about the proposed
transfer to Assam of the Chittagong and the Dacca
commissionerships of Bengal. The moment 1 read
the letter I felt that there was bound to come about
some territorial redistribution, in due course, and 1
resolved to resume my activities and organize
demonstrations in favour of the separation of Bihar.
Mahesh Narayan was still the editor of the Behar
Times, and keeping aloft the banner of the separa-
tion of Bihar from Bengal. Accordingly we put
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our heads together, as of old. Nand Kishore Lal
was as enthusiastic as ever. Rai Bahadur Krishna
Sahay was still with us, but he impressed caution,
in view of the frustration of our first attempt.
The result of our deliberations was the decision
that we should not embark upon any agitation,
but try to bring round the Bengalee leaders to
accept the separation of Bihar as an alternative
proposal to theirs—which was to raise Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa to a mo<.m5o~.mrmv1m=‘no:=om_.

It seems that our not starting an open agita-
tion on this occasion was, after all, to our advan-
tage, to judge from the following remarks of the
Government of India, on the subject, in their
famous Despatch, of August 1911, to the Secretary
of State : “The Biharees are a sturdy loyal people,
and it is a matter of common knowledge that al-
though they have long desired separation from
Bengal, they refrained at the time of the partition
(of Bengal) from asking for it, because they did
not wish to join the Bengalees in opposition to
Government. There has moreover been a very
marked awakening in Bihar in recent years, and
a strong belief has grown up among the Biharees
that Bihar will never develop until it is dissociated
from Bengal. That belief will, unless a remedy
be found, give rise to agitation, in the near future,
and the present is an admirable opportunity to
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SOME EMINENT BEHAR CONTEMPORARIES

carry out, on our own i nitiative, a thoroughly sound
and much-desired change.” This is certainly 2
correct diagnosis of the situation as it existed in
Bihar at that time. But with a view to achieve
our object by ‘“‘educating our masters,” Mahesh
Narayan and 1 jointly brought out a pamphlet on
the subject (in January, 1906) which was widely
circulated in India and Britain, and which sub-
stantially influenced public opinion. It was
designated The Partition of Bengal or the Separalion of
Bihar ; the text having been written by me, and a
luminous introduction contributed by my colleague,
Mahesh Narayan.

With the same object | went down to Calcutta
and had a long interview with Mr. ( afterwards Mr.
Justice ) Asutosh Chaudhuri, who was one of the
principal organisers of a great demonstration of
anti-partition protest, which was going to be held
‘n the Town Hall. Mr. Chaudhuri said that Bengal
public opinion was not in favour of any alternative
scheme to that of the elevation of Bengal, Bibar, and
Orissa to a governorship, but that if 1 cared to speak
on the subject, | would be allowed to refer to the
separation of Bihar as an alternative | 1 declined to
be a speaker under such conditions, and the result
was that the Bengalee leaders, for want of political
prescience, missed a great opportunity of cornering
Lord Curzon’s Government. They should have
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met the Government on their own ground and put
it to them like this:—We do not concede that
territorial re-distribution is at all necessary, but if
the Government, rightly or wrongly, insist that that
alone, and not any organic changes in the constitu-
tion, will give relief of the Lower Provinces'
administration, then we support the demand of the
Biharees for the separation of Bihar.” This line of
argument, which | suggested to my Bengalee friends,
would have been conclusive and invincible, but
unfortunately they fought shy of it—to their cost.

By doing so they placed themselves at a disadvan-
tage, and Lord Curzon was not slow to improve this
circumstance. In his Despatch to the Secretary of
State on the subject of the partition of Bengal, this
is what his Government ( which was, of course,
synonymous with himself) wrote.—"“The suggestion
of a council to assist the Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal having been pressed upon us as the
womm available allernative to lerrilorial distribution ( the
italics are mine ), we have carefully considered the
wumcambnm. and we are entirely opposed to the
introduction of a form of Government which we
believe to be wholly unsuited to the circumstances
of Bengal.” Yes, the Bengalee leaders had put
forward an organic change in the constitution of
local Government as *‘the sole available alternative
to territorial distribution,” and the former being
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